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RLES MsrtiAeT 


Sterling Smith, Chief, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Section of WPB, has resigned effective Aug. , 
1. He will assume the management of the commercial refrigeration division of Mills Industries, Inc., of 
Chicago on Sept. 1. 


_—_— 


STERLING SMITH LEAVES WPB TO JOIN MILLS; SUCCEEDED BY an 


Charles M. Stuart, who has been deputy chief of the Special Equipment Branch of the General 
Industrial Equipment Division, succeeds Mr. Smith as chief of the Refrigeration Section. 


F. E. “Jerry” Jernberg, who resigned as manager of the Mills refrigeration division, has recently 
acquired an interest in the Minneapolis Showcase and Fixture Co., Minneapolis, and will take an active 
part in the management of the firm. 


Mr. Smith had been with WPB since September, 1941, and has administered regulations governing 
production and distribution of refrigeration and air conditioning equipment; rules governing distribution 
of “Freon” refrigerants, and regulations governing emergency service of refrigerating equipment. Prior 
to his association with WPB, Mr. Smith had been with Kelvinator division of Nash-Kelvinator Corp. in the 
eastern territory. 


Mr. Stuart joined the WPB in March, 1944. He had been with Carrier Corp. for a number of years 
previously. He is an engineering graduate of the University of Southern California. 


One of the veterans of the industry, “Jerry” Jernberg had been with Mills since 1938, and prior to 
that had been with a number of servicing dealerships in New Jersey. He started his career with the old 
Zerozone Corp. in the Twenties. 


LOCKER PLANT ‘BANK OF MATERIALS’ FOURTH QUARTER QUOTA ADVANCED 


Fourth quarter allotments of the “bank of materials” set up by the War Production Board for refrigerated 
locker storage plants have been made available effective July 1. However, this will probably not mean much 
in terms of new construction because the fourth quarter quota is not very large. It may serve to help some 
applications now on file. 


NO MODIFICATION MADE IN RESTRICTIONS ON MACHINERY 


No definite announcement on a modification of controls on the purchase of machinery, tools, and dies 
for civilian production were announced by WPB last week despite the fact that only a short time previ- 
ously WPB Chairman Donald Nelson had let it be known that this policy would be implemented by 
July 1. 


It had been indicated that manufacturers could approach their regional WPB offices for machinery 
a4 and tools for civilian production, but those who did were informed that no change had been made in exist- 
ing rules, which means that such sales of machinery would have to be under the old Directive 23. 


Some sources believe that opposition by the military had held up the announcement of a definite program. 


CLARENCE S. TAY has taken over the management of Appliance Distributors, Chicago branch of 
Admiral Corp., after 12 years as Chicago branch manager for Crosley Corp. 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1986 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright, 1944. 
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GREATER CRISIS IN REFRIGERATED STORAGE SPACE TERMED LIKELY 


Two somewhat conflicting views on the adequacy of the nation’s storage space for perishable foods were 
presented last week—with private sources expressing the fear that a real “crisis” threatens, while govern. 


ment agencies, in a somewhat ambiguous report, sounded a more optimistic note. 


“The deepening cold storage crisis soon may represent the most serious threat to the nation’s food 
program,” wrote Jefferson G. Bell, food expert for the “New York Times.” 


“This was conceded by a representative of the War Food Administration after the American Institute 
of Food Distribution had advised its members that ‘the implications of the unholy storage mess go deep’ 


| and that ‘unless a drastic remedy is found, hundreds of thousands of tons of perishable food are threatened.’ ” 


The Institute report said further: 


“Near breakdown of the egg support program because there was simply no room to store vast quanti- 
ties the government was buying is likely to be repeated when poultry and beef slaughter move into high gear.” 


According to WFA, it has sponsored a program for the addition of 8 million cubic feet of new cold 
storage space, about half of which will be financed by Defense Plant Corp. and the rest by private capital. 
“It is expected” that another 5 million cubic feet will be added in the form of “odds and ends” to existing 


storages throughout the country. 


All the increase—in new plants and as additions—will constitute less than 3% of the present refrig- 
erated storage room for food, but it will represent “all that it appears possible to build,” said WFA. 


No explanation was given as to why this would be “all that it appears possible to build.” 


A more complete digest of the government report will be presented in the next issue. 


WFA TO CONVERT OLD MINE INTO REFRIGERATED WAREHOUSE 


Conversion of a 75-year-old limestone mine near Atchison, Kan., into refrigerated cold storage space 
by Aug. 1 is planned by the War Food Administration, according to a late wire report. Part of the 
12,000,000 cu. ft. mine chamber will be held to between 30° and 32° F. by refrigeration machinery, which 
WFA hopes to install this month. Meanwhile leasing arrangements are being completed. 


Storage of government-held lard, eggs, and other perishables in the converted mine may help relieve 
over-crowded public warehouses, and WFA estimates use of this mine will save the government as much 


as $3,400,000 a year in storage bills. 


SPOILED FOOD MAKES 37 ILL ON DETROIT OUTING 


Thirty-seven Detroit war workers were stricken by food poisoning shortly after eating their picnic 
supper at Bob-Lo island amusement park recently. Hampered in its investigation by the fact that none 
of the picnic food was available for analysis, the Detroit City health department, according to Dr. Joseph 
Molner, deputy health commissioner, has determined the following: 


1. The food, including potato salad, ham, etc. was prepared Tuesday night and stored in a refrig- 
erator until taken out early the following Thursday for the picnic. During the severe hot spell at the 
time, the refrigerator door may have been opened too much, preventing adequate refrigeration, said Dr. 
Molner. In addition, the food was not kept under refrigeration for quite some time on Thursday during 


the boat trip to Bob-Lo. 


2. One of the girls who prepared the food was discovered to be a carrier of staphylococcus germs, 
the cause of food poisoning. The germs may have been transmitted from her to the food, explained Dr. 


Molner. 


A-warning to use extreme care in keeping foods under refrigeration at all times was. issued by Dr. Molner. 
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3 TYPES OF COPPER TUBING AVAILABLE UNDER CMP 9A 


Procedures established for use by repairmen under Controlled Materials Plan Regulation No. 9A in 
obtaining materials may be used to procure only three types of copper or copper base alloy tubing or pipe 
from brass mills or brass mill warehouses, announces the War Production Board. A quarterly limit of 
2,000 pounds of copper tubing has also been imposed on amounts of this material which one distributor 
may sell to another distributor. 


The three types of copper tubing which repairmen may obtain are: 


1. Seamless copper tubing soft in coils or in straight lengths of an O.D. gauge, and type commonly 
sold as automotive tubing; 


Seamless copper tubing soft in coils in gauges .032 in. and .035 in. and of an O.D. and type com- 
monly sold as refrigeration tubing, and : 


3. Seamless copper tubing soft in coils 4% in or % in. O.D. x .049 in. gauge for oil burner service. 


Orders which bear the allotment Symbol V-3 which is assigned to repairmen by CMP Regulation No. 
gA, may not be accepted by any mill or warehouse unless they are for one or more of these three types 
of pipe or tubing. 


Direction No. 1 to CMP Regulation No. 9A, amendment of which will be effective June 30, 1944, im- 
poses the limit on sales of copper tubing between distributors. It also points out that when a distributor 
buys from another distributor for the purpose of reselling to a repairman, his order must so state. 


No distributor may purchase more copper tubing under the provisions of Direction No. 1, than 6,000 
pounds a quarter, unless he is specifically authorized to do so by WPB. 


PLUMBING SUPPLY DEALERS FORM BUYING BUYING GROUP 


In what is called a move to capitalize on “lessons learned since 1941” the National. Supply Association of 
America, Inc., comprised of independent plumbing and heating supply dealers, late in June formed a group- 
buying organization known as National Distributors, Inc., which will do group buying solely for members of 
the association. 


National Distributors, Inc., will maintain no warehouses but will maintain a buying office, probably located 
in New York City. Plans are also contemplated for the distribution of the organization’s own trade-mark products. 


Enough of the members of the National Supply Association, Inc., made financial commitments that enabled 
the new organization to be founded. 


A. C. SCOTT APPOINTED VICE PRESIDENT OF APEX 


A. C. Scott, who since the war has been director of war sales for the Apex Electrical Mfg. Co., has 
been named vice president in charge of sales, announces C. G. Frantz, Apex president. He will handle 
all sales activities of Apex plants at Cleveland and Sandusky, Ohio. 


Scott originally joined the company’s Emeryville, Calif., plant in 1932 after 19 years with the John 
Breuner Furniture Co. in Oakland, Calif. Later he became sales manager of the Apex Central Division. 


ESTATE STOVE TO SELL THROUGH SPECIALTY DISTRIBUTORS 


Abandoning the direct-to-dealer sales policy it has maintained for more than 50 years, the Estate 
Stove Co. of Hamilton, Ohio, has mapped out a postwar merchandising program which calls for exclusive 
distribution through independent specialty wholesalers, according to Stanley C. Bernhardt, vice president 
in charge of sales. 


There will be no change in dealer markups, it was said. Months of study covering production and 
distribution costs as well. as interviews in the field preceded this drastic change ” Estate ea Bern- 
hardt declared. | 
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‘DEEPFREEZE’ OUT TO MAINTAIN TRADEMARK STATUS 


In a communication to editors, the Deepfreeze Division of Motor Products Corp. points out that “ 
registered trademark such as ‘deepfreeze’ or any derivations thereof, should not be used in a descrip. 
tive sense in any text, otherwise the trademark or its derivatives may become common words of the Eng- 
lish language . . . if the name ‘Deepfreeze’ is used in any editorial manner, it should be used only as a noun, 
and not as an adjective or a verb... and should be capitalized and enclosed by single quotes.” 


This concern has apparently been caused by the rather general use of the terms “deepfreeze” ang 
“deepfreezing” in articles in the press and in general magazines, to denote any type of home freezer ynit. 


In fact, the question of correct terminology in this division of the refrigeration industry is one that 
is occupying the attention of many of those interested in the field. Not long ago the Refrigeration Section 
of National Electrical Manufacturers Association (Nema) recommended the name “Home Freezer” to 
designate sub-freezing refrigerators for home storage of frozen foods. ‘ 


However, J. E. Wilson of Wilson Cabinet Co., manufacturers of such cabinets, points out that the Nema 
“Home Freezer” designation would not distinguish between the freezer cabinet and the cabinet that was 
purely for storage. , 


“When the word ‘freezer’ is used it should designate that the refrigeration unit has a specified ca- 
pacity,” he says, and suggests two classifications be used for the purposes of nomenclature: 


(1) Frozen Food Storage Cabinets (Home) or Home Frozen Foods Storage Cabinets. 


(2) Farm and Home Freezers or Home Freezers. 


SUPER MARKETS LOOK TO-PACKAGED ‘REFRIGERATED’ FOODS 


Pre-packaged and refrigerated foods for self-service by customers will very likely be a main feature of post- 
war retail food stores, it was indicated at a forum on this subject during the recent annual conference here of 
the Super Market Institute. 


Self-service departments were described in the discussions by the Institute members as probably the out- 
standing new feature to come into food store merchandising. Refrigerated meats, cut and wrapped at the 
packing plant, and quick-frozen foods of all kinds both in package and bulk, were cited as items that would 
save time and money as well as having many elements of appeal for the customer. 


ELECTRIC HEATER CORD REGULATIONS CHANGED 


A new electric heater cord set may now be bought without turning in the old set, the War Production 
Board announced. This change is made by amended versions of Order L-277 and Order L-65. 


Manufacture of heater cord sets was formerly restricted on a quota basis to 50% of the number of 
units produced in 1940. Each manufacturer will now receive authorization from WPB (Form GA 1850) 
for the number of units he may produce in each quarter, the amount authorized to be based on the manu- 
facturer’s total 1940 production, available facilities, manpower, and controlled materials. 


Manufacturers may ship heater cord sets only on purchase orders rated AA-5 or better. Formerly 
such shipments could be made on unrated orders. Heater cord sets may be manufactured only in six-foot 
lengths and the type of wire that may be used is specified in the order. Formerly any length not longer 
than six feet was permitted. 


CHANGE IN HEATING CONTROL ORDER DOESN’T APPLY TO NEW BOILERS, FURNACES 


The recent amendment to WPB Construction Order L-41 dropping installation restrictions on heating 
and combustion control equipment to promote fuel conservation does not change limitations on the pur- 
chase and installation of new heating equipment governed by L-79, explains WPB. Revised L-41 permits, 
without prior WPB approval, installation of heating controls where total cost of equipment doesn't exceed 
$25,000 and installation cost is under $5,000 
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